IQ2	MYSELF AND MY FRIENDS
"What is the matter with the band? Is Dove sulking
about anything? They have very properly gone back
to my original suggestion for the prelude, which they
told me was too short, and which I knew was just right,
but why on earth don't they give the last 13 bars of
the overture at the end full crash instead of piffling as
they do?
"It went very well to-day until the end, but every
time you dropped a bit of our arranged business you
missed the effect it was meant to produce Unless
you say 'all the king's horses' in profile, upstanding,
and with the playfulness over the sadness, you will not
get the full effect of the contrast when you sink over
him immediately after
"Do kick the dynasty out with your left foot, and not
in with your right It makes all the difference in the
intelligibility of the gestures
"I could not see the lighting from my stage box,
but it seemed to me that the dazzling whiteness of the
uniform was gone   Has that been altered?
"In great haste,
"GBS"
I was playing at the Coliseum when my mother came
to live with me During the years when I was touring,
and also during my married life, I had only seen her
intermittently, and had never got to know her—
although needless to say I only realised that afterwards
As is the case with most good parents her goodness was
taken for granted But now that we were living together,
now that she was beginning to grow old, bonds of
tenderness began to twine themselves about our lives,
and, as tendrils at first weak grow stronger with every
coil, so our affection for one another strengthened
The years passed by, each year stole a little of the fading
colour from her cheek, a little from the laughing bright-
ness of her eye, and as her frame became more fragile
my love for her became more solicitous The succeeding
years wrought a curious inversion of relationship I

